
REVEREND ANDREW MENKE
is a priest of the Diocese of Lincoln. He was 
ordained in 1999 and for roughly ten years 

served in diocesan parishes and schools, 
and in addition for five of those years as the 

diocesan Master of Ceremonies. From 2011 to 
2015 he worked in Rome at the Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 

Sacraments, at the same time undertaking 
studies at the Pontifical Liturgical Institute. 
In 2015 he began to work for the USCCB in 
Washington DC in its Secretariat of Divine 

Worship, first as associate director and 
since 2017 as executive director. In 2018 he 

completed a doctorate in sacred liturgy from 
the Pontifical Liturgical Institute.

REVEREND LUKE MELCHER 
is a priest of the Diocese of Alexandria in 
Louisiana. After studying at the Higher 
Institute of Philosophy at the Catholic 

University of Louvain in Belgium and St. 
Joseph Seminary College in Louisiana, he 

completed a bachelor of arts in Philosophy. 
Fr. Melcher obtained a Masters of Divinity at 
Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans and 

was ordained a priest in 2005. In 2011, he was 
sent to Rome to study at the Pontifical Institute 

of Liturgy, Ateneo Sant’Anselmo, where he 
obtained a licentiate in Sacred Liturgy. He 
currently is a candidate for the doctorate in 

Sacred Liturgy at the same institution.

REVEREND RYAN RUIZ 
was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati in May of 2008. He currently serves 
as Dean of the School of Theology, Director 

of Liturgy, Assistant Professor of Liturgy and 
Sacraments, and member of the formation 
faculty at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and 
School of Theology. Prior to this Fr. Ruiz 

served as parochial vicar of Incarnation Parish 
in Centerville, Ohio (2008-2011).

In June of 2016 Fr. Ruiz successfully defended 
his doctorate in Sacred Liturgy at the Pontifical 
Liturgical Institute of Sant’ Anselmo in Rome, 
and was awarded his degree summa cum laude. 

In January 2020 Fr. Ruiz was appointed to 
serve a three-year term as a consultant to the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Divine Worship. He is likewise 
a member of the Society for Catholic Liturgy, 
sits on various committees and commissions  
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, and is a 
visiting professor at the Liturgical Institute 

of the University of St. Mary of the Lake 
(Mundelein) in Chicago. In addition to these 
responsibilities, Fr. Ruiz provides sacramental 

ministry at parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati on weekends.
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